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INTRODUCTION

The Senior Project, which has been mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, will require research, documentation, action and demonstration and will give you the opportunity to apply various skills to show what you have learned. No student will graduate from Wyalusing Valley Junior/Senior High School without successfully completing the Senior Project. 

The Senior Project should be a positive, successful learning experience, which represents your best effort. The project is extra-curricular; that is, it does not replace any other graduation requirement or course. It is an independent learning experience that you choose; it is not assigned to you. It must, however, be approved by the Senior Project Committee and should be discussed with your parents. You will be asked to commit to either a fall or spring presentation date.  
NO PROJECT SHOULD BE STARTED WITHOUT 
COMMITTEE APPROVAL
Your hours will not count if your proposal is not approved!!!
PURPOSE

The Senior Project will: 

· An individual project that will engage seniors as self-directed, active, independent learners and role models 

· Allow seniors an opportunity to integrate skills and interests from multiple subject areas 

· Use appropriate communication skills to present the final project

· Promote time management, accountability and responsibility by following a specific project timeline 

· Involve the community in the student learning process 

· Produce a quality product/service
· Demonstrate a learning stretch physically, emotionally, and intellectually

· Demonstrate how well the student can apply what he/she has learned in order to solve a problem, provide a service, or meet a need

· Complete a project that promotes good citizenship and benefits the community

THE ROLE OF THE FACULTY ADVISER
Meet with students at specified intervals to monitor progress. The role of the Faculty Adviser will be that of facilitator, enabling the students to accomplish their project in the most timely and efficient manner. 
Other responsibilities will include: 
· Helping to determine the appropriateness of the project prior to submission of paperwork. (Does it challenge? Is it feasible? etc.) 
· Explaining any portions of the requirements that the students do not understand 

· Getting to know their assigned student(s) and helping them to identify their strengths and weaknesses 

· Acting as liaison between the student(s) and the project committee

· Keeping the students on task in order to meet the deadlines –It is not the Faculty Adviser’s responsibility to chase students!!
· Emphasizing the importance of documenting project progress in the log book 

*Advisers will be informed of the project requirements and will be provided with a timeline.
*Advisers are not responsible for any part of the project; this position is strictly to assist the student in staying on task.
POINTS TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING 
A SENIOR PROJECT
· What issues do I feel strongly about?

· What things would you like to learn more about/do better?

· What is one condition that you believe needs to be improved in your community?

· Will I use any of the information I gain after graduation? 

· Where do my talents lie? 

· Will my project challenge me? 

· Is my project choice realistic in terms of time needed to complete it? 

· Will I be able to find resources for my choice? 

· Do I have concerns about the budgetary considerations of my project? 

· Will I have a problem with transportation? 

· Do I have or know of a person willing to serve as my project mentor? 

· Is my project in an area that a college admissions representative or an employer will look at with interest? 

· Will I be able to demonstrate independent learning and problem solving? 

· Can I meet schedules and deadlines for the timeline I have chosen as well as fulfill academic responsibilities and extra-curricular obligations? 

SUGGESTED PROJECTS

· Volunteer at a hospital/nursing home/rehab center/Salvation Army/Habitat for Humanity/Meals on Wheels 

· Volunteer at an animal shelter (ex. Animal Friends, Humane Society) 

· Organize an environmental improvement project/community improvement project 

· Coach a sport team for younger children (Twenty hours of clinic time, with a minimum of ten participants) 

· Lead a church youth group and create new unique activities for the group 

· Develop & teach a course (i.e. senior citizen computer class) 

· Organize & maintain a community clean-up program

· Lead a scout troop through an extensive merit badge endeavor

· Organize a major public event

· Landscape an area for a school/community organization
· ABSOLUTELY NO FUNDRAISING!!!

· You may help an organization with a fundraising project, but you are not to be responsible for handling money.

· You are not to ask for any types of donations.  This task is the responsibility of the organization for which you are completing the project. 
· If you are employed, you may not complete a project for your place of employment.  This project is strictly voluntary and you should not be paid!!
REQUIREMENTS

The Senior Project must be the student’s original work and must be the result of the student’s own efforts. All projects will be community-oriented.  All projects must be completed before presentation to the committee with a minimum of twenty-five (25) documented project hours. 
Junior Year Required Elements:

1. Submission of Senior Project Proposal form—signatures required!!!
2. Proposal in paragraph format with a mentor signature at the top (you must place each topic in a different paragraph (6 paragraphs)—one paragraph proposals will not be accepted)

· Be sure to proofread this proposal before submission!!

· Proposals that are not proofread display sloppy and careless work—not a good impression!!!

· Proposals will be returned and will not be evaluated until they are revised

3. Timeline—may be tentative, but should outline your project from start to finish with projected dates and times
4. Signed mentor contract

5. Signed Role of the Mentor form
6. Attach the Proposal Evaluation Sheet on page 16 (your faculty advisor must sign this before submission—this signature does not guarantee approval)
7. Once your proposal is approved, you will receive a Letter of approval from Project Committee

· You are not to start work on the project until your proposal has been approved!!  Any hours completed prior to approval, will not count.

· Failure to submit the Senior Project Proposal form, proposal, timeline, and mentor contract will result in your retention in 11th grade

Senior Year Required Elements:
Student Log Books (Template is saved as Senior Project Logbook under the Senior Project folder on the shared drive of the school network and on the Senior Project Information high school link at www.wyalusingrams.com) 
1. Prepare a Working Logbook with signatures
A. Should be handwritten
B. Your mentor must sign and date each day of work to verify the work was completed.  
(1) Mentor should sign the book the same date the work was completed, not after all work is completed.
C. Total all hours at the bottom of each page and a final total on the last page 
D. You must have a minimum of 25 hours
(1) All clinics must have a minimum of 20 hours with participants 

(2) All clinics must have a minimum of 10 participants
E. Although you may reach 25 hours, all projects must be completed to the mentor’s satisfaction
F. Finish the project until it is complete (if you are painting a room and you have reached your 25 hours, do not stop until the entire room has been painted)
G. No entries should be less than 15 minutes
H. No more than one hour of project preparation time

I. No travel time may be included

J. No more than one hour phone/research time.  Organizational meeting times will be at the discretion of the senior project committee.
Working Logbook
	Date
	Time
	Hours
	Description
	Mentor Signature/Date

	June 18
	9 a.m-10 a.m.
	1
	Met with Joe Wright of ABC Organization to discuss the work required for my project.
	Joe Wright/June 18

	June 25
	1 p.m.-5 p.m.
	4
	Sanded and painted a picnic table in the pavilion. 
	Joe Wright/June 18

	Total
	5
	
	


2. A Typed Logbook for clarification
A. This should be a typed copy of your handwritten logbook
B. Mentor signatures are not required in this version 
Typed Logbook

	Date
	Time
	Hours
	Description

	June 18
	9 a.m-10 a.m.
	1
	Met with Joe Wright of ABC Organization to discuss the work required for my project.

	June 25
	1 p.m.-5 p.m.
	4
	Sanded and painted a picnic table in the pavilion.

	
	Total
	5
	


3. Signed mentor verification form
4. Self evaluation form that is error-free (grammar and spelling)
A. Each response must be typed in paragraph format (one paragraph forms that are not error-free will not be accepted) 
5. Presentation (Media presentation required)
A. Professional dress required
B. Pictures ( Portraying student activity; Before-During-After)
MAKE BACKUP COPIES—NO EXCUSES WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR NOT HAVING PICTURES
(Without pictures, you will be required to complete another project)
6. Proof from organization of non-monetary donations (example:  home-made blankets, etc.).
7. Be sure to write a thank you note to your mentor or anyone who has given you any type of help with your project to show your appreciation.
THE ROLE OF THE MENTOR

*Must be submitted to mentor*
The student must recruit a mentor from the community who is over the age of 25. A mentor with experience in the project area is required for the senior project. This person must be willing to share his/her time and expertise with the student.  The mentor must be present while the student is completing work and should be able to verify the student has completed this work.  The community mentor should not be a member of the high school faculty or family/relative/guardian. 

MENTOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 

· Be familiar with the concept and requirements of the senior project 

· Students will prepare a proposal describing the objective, activities, benefits to the community, reason for selecting the project, project costs, when the project will begin and finish, and a tentative timeline

· 25-hours of community-oriented work (student is not to be paid)
· Students must complete a logbook with mentor signatures for each day of work
· Mentor Verification form—completed and signed by the mentor

· Self-evaluation form completed by the student
· Students must be visibly working in pictures.  Student should have before, during, and after pictures of the project with the student in them.
· Meet with the student on a regular basis 

· Help student as (s)he develops the proposal 

· Give feedback regularly 

· “Troubleshoot” and offer ideas and suggestions, but do not execute the project 

· Sign log book activities after each day of work
· Communicate with the project committee.  You may contact Kay Doerner, Senior Project Adviser, at 746-1218 or by e-mail, cdoerner@wyalusingrams.com, especially if you have questions or concerns.
· Is invited to attend the oral presentation
· Do not sign forms if you are not comfortable with the student’s work.  Please contact the Senior Project Adviser.
Two copies are provided.  

Please sign and return one to the student and keep one for your records.

I understand the responsibilities of serving as a mentor to __________________

Mentor Signature_______________________________Date__________

THE ROLE OF THE MENTOR

*Must be submitted to mentor*
The student must recruit a mentor from the community who is over the age of 25. A mentor with experience in the project area is required for the senior project. This person must be willing to share his/her time and expertise with the student.  The mentor must be present while the student is completing work and should be able to verify the student has completed this work.  The community mentor should not be a member of the high school faculty or family/relative/guardian. 

MENTOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 

· Be familiar with the concept and requirements of the senior project 

· Students will prepare a proposal describing the objective, activities, benefits to the community, reason for selecting the project, project costs, when the project will begin and finish, and a tentative timeline

· 25-hours of community-oriented work (student is not to be paid)

· Students must complete a logbook with mentor signatures for each day of work
· Mentor Verification form—completed and signed by the mentor

· Self-evaluation form completed by the student
· Students must be visibly working in pictures.  Student should have before, during, and after pictures of the project with the student in them.
· Meet with the student on a regular basis 

· Help student as (s)he develops the proposal 

· Give feedback regularly 

· “Troubleshoot” and offer ideas and suggestions, but do not execute the project 

· Sign log book activities after each day of work

· Communicate with the project committee.  You may contact Kay Doerner, Senior Project Adviser, at 746-1218 or by e-mail, cdoerner@wyalusingrams.com, especially if you have questions or concerns.

· Is invited to attend the oral presentation
· Do not sign forms if you are not comfortable with the student’s work.  Please contact the Senior Project Adviser.
Two copies are provided.  

Please sign and return one to the student and keep one for your records.

I understand the responsibilities of serving as a mentor to __________________

Mentor Signature_______________________________Date__________

LETTER TO MENTOR

*MUST BE SUBMITTED TO MENTOR*
Dear Mentor,

This student has chosen you to act as a mentor for his/her Senior Project.  Wyalusing Valley High School is very grateful to you for your cooperation and for your willingness to share your expertise with this student.  Past history has shown the experience to be a very rewarding and valuable one for both the student and the mentor.

Suggested responsibilities of the mentor are as follows:

1. Meet with the student and discuss the possibilities for ‘hands on’ experience in your area.

2. Provide practical advice and guidance throughout the project/product phase.

3. Possibly provide input into the student’s research.

At the completion of the project, you will be asked to answer five questions:

1. Can you verify that the student has spent at least 25 hours on this project?
2. Did the student take the initiative and make adequate effort to complete the project?
3. Have you seen the project at different stages of completion, not just the final phase?

4. What specific problems did the student encounter and overcome?

5. What success have you seen the student achieve?

As you can see, your role in this project is that of adviser and verifier, while the student is responsible for completion of the actual physical project.  

If, at any time, you have any questions or concerns regarding this mentoring experience, please contact Kay Doerner at the high school at 746-1218 or cdoerner@wyalusingrams.com.

STUDENT / MENTOR CONTRACT

Student:
I understand that I am responsible for making and keeping appointments with you.  I also understand that you will be asked to sign a Mentor Verification Form at the completion of the project/product phase to acknowledge my fulfillment of the required 25 hours as well as signing my log book at required intervals.  Thank you in advance for the time and effort you will be dedicating to my education.


My project topic is:  ____________________________________________________


Signed:  __________________________________  Senior Project Student

Mentor:
Please completely fill out all the information below.  This information is required for important mailings that you will be receiving from the Senior Project Committee. 


PLEASE PRINT


I agree to mentor ___________________________________ in his/her Senior Project and have read and signed the student’s project proposal.


Mentor Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________

Phone:    Work _________________   Home_______________   



Cell________________
Email  _________________     
Organization that the project will benefit:  ____________________________________________________________

In addition, I have received and read the two informational documents:

1. The Mentor Letter

2. The Role of the Mentor
Signed:  ________________________________

SENIOR  PROJECT PROPOSAL 

NAME ______________________________________ HOMEROOM ________________________

GROUP MEMBER(S):______________________________________________________________
PROJECT TITLE __________________________________________________________________
Please answer questions 1-6 in paragraph form (each response in a different paragraph) and type all answers in 12 font, Times New Roman, double-spaced and attached to this page. 

1. What is the goal of the project? 

2. Description of project activities (be specific with details)

3. How will your community benefit from your project?  Be specific!  Do you have approval for the non-monetary donation? (Include contact information.)

4. Why have you chosen this topic? What do you hope to learn from this project and how will you learn? 

5. How much will the project cost, and how will you fund this project?

6. When will you start and finish this project? (REMEMBER that your project requires a minimum of 25 hours and must be completed in order to pass.)  Do you foresee any major problems? (Will holidays, weather and/or mentor availability be factors?)  

7.  Create a tentative timeline of your project and its components (May 5, Discuss the plans for my project with my mentor, May 12, Sand the picnic tables, May 19, Paint the picnic tables, etc.) 

STUDENT SIGNATURE 

PARENT SIGNATURE 

ORGANIZATION TO BENEFIT FROM PROJECT 

ORGANIZATION CONTACT PHONE 

ORGANIZATION CONTACT  ___________________________/

*Attach completed student/mentor contract and role of mentor form with the project proposal form.

JUNIOR YEAR

SENIOR PROJECT PROPOSAL

EVALUATION
Staple to the front of your proposal forms when submitting
Student Name:__________________________________
 Project Topic_________________________
Group member(s):_______________________________
	CRITERIA
	YES
	NO
	COMMENTS

	Typed in paragraph format
	
	
	

	12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced
	
	
	

	Clearly stated goal
	
	
	

	Project activities described
	
	
	

	Will community benefit?
	
	
	

	Learning objective stated
	
	
	

	Project funding clarified
	
	
	

	Reasonable timeline explanation
	
	
	

	Student signature
	
	
	

	Parent signature
	
	
	

	Organization contact information
	
	
	

	Organization contact signature
	
	
	

	Completion of mentor contract
	
	
	

	Role of Mentor Signed
	
	
	

	Mentor signature at the top of proposal
	
	
	

	Faculty adviser signature
	
	
	


ALL ITEMS MUST RECEIVE A YES FOR YOUR PROJECT TO BE APPROVED
Student Name





Student name(s)





Signature





Print





Student Name
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